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The Social Space and
. Its Transformations :

If the research had stopped ar this point it would probably nor raise great
objections, so selfevident is the idea of the irreducibility of artistic raste,
However, as has already been shown W\\Enhpmz&ﬁ_.m of the social condi-
tions of the aesthertic disposition, theldispositions which govern chotces
DETWEETT The goods Of legitimate culture cannot be fully understood un-
less they are retntegrared into the system of dispositions, unless ‘culture’,
in the restricted, normative sense of ordinary usage, is reinserted inco
‘culture’ in the broad, anthropological sense and the elaborated taste for
the most refined objects is brought back into relation with the ¢lemen-
tary taste for the flavours of food.' The dual meaning of the word ‘raste’,
which usually serves to_justify_the illusion 3f spontanéous genération
which this culrivared disposition tends to produce by presenting irself in
the guise of an innare disposition, must serve, for once, to remind us thar

L faste in the sense of the-“faculty of immediately and intuitively judging

aesthetic values’ is inscparable from taste in the sense of the capacity to
discern the flavours of foods which ,implies a preference for some of
them. The abstraction which isolates dispositions towards legitimare cul-
ture leads 10 a further abseraction at the level of the system of explana-
tory factors, which, though always present and acrive, only offers irself
for observarion through those elements {cultural capital and trajectory in
the case analysed below) which are the principles of its efficacy in the
field in question.

The consumprion of the most legitimare culeural goods is a particular
case of competition for rare goods and practices, whose parricularity no
doubt owes more o the logic of supply, i.c., the specific form of compe-
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CnTTT o ggents was really determined.” Whar science has o establish is the objec---
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tition berween the producers, than to the logic of demand and tastes, L.e.,
the logic of competition between the consumers. One only has to re-
move the magical barrier which makes legitimate culrure into a separare

R funiverse, in order to see intelligible relacionships berween choices a3

Iseemingly incommensurable as preferences in music or cdoking, sport or
politics, literature or hairstyle. This barbarous reintegration of aesthetic
consumption into the world of ordinary consumption (against which it
endlessly defines ftself) has, inter alia, the virrue of RBE_.“_SW us that the
consumption of goods no doubt always presupposes a labour of appro-
priation, to different degrees depending on the goods and the consumers;
or, more precisely, that the consumer helps to Hun.omsnn, ﬂ.wn mnomcnn he
consumes, by a labour of identification and decoding which, in the case
of a work of art, may constitute the whole of the consumprion and grati-
fication, and which requires time and dispositicns acquired over time.
Economists, who never jib at an abstraction, can ignore what happens
0 products in the relationship with rhe consumers, that 1§, with the'dis-
positions which define their useful properties and real uses. To hypothe-
size, as one of them does, that consumers perceive the same decisive
attributes, which amounts 1o assuming that m.nomﬂ.wn.ﬁm possess objective
or, as they are known, ‘echnical’ characzeristics which ¢an impress them-
selves as such on all perceiving subjects, is o proceed as if perception
only seized on the characteristics designated by the manufacturers’ bro-
chures (2nd so-called ‘informative’ publicity) and as if social uses could
be derived from the operating instructions. Objects, even Sm.cﬂn& prod-
ucts, are not objective in the ordinary sense of the word, i.e., independent
of the interest and tastes of those who perceive them, and they do not
impose the self-evidence of 2 universal, caﬁ.maon&« mmmno<.nm meaning.
The sociologist’s task would be much easier if, when faced with o.mnw mam.
rionship between an ‘independent variable’ and 2 .anﬂabmﬁ,.: wmmmEn , he
did not have to determine how the perception and appreciation of what
is designated by the ‘dependent variable’ vary according to the classes de-

. termined by the ‘independent variable’, or, in other words, identify the

t system of pertinent features on cthe basis of which each of the classes of

. R rmp—————_ _ i
¥ tivity of the object which is &stablished in the relationship between an

obiect détined by the Huom&m.mmnwnm and impossibilities it offers, which are

7 _positions of an agent or class of agenss, that is, the schemes of perception,
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socizl and economic condidons of production, and the products. on
which they confer their different social identities. One only has to ask the
question, which economists strangely ignore, of the economic conditions
of the production of the dispositions demanded by the econgmy, 1., in
this case,” THe question™of the ccoromic and social determinants of tastes,
to s the necessity of METGGINg i The cofiipletedefiition of the prod-
uce the differential experiences which the consumers have of it as 2 func-
tion of the dispositions they derive from their position in. economic
space: These experiences do not have to be felt in order w0 be understood:
with an understanding which may owe nothing to lived experience, still
less to sympathy. The habitus, an objective relationship berween two ob- |
Jectivities, enables an inrelligible and necessary relation o be established _
berween practices and a sicuation, the reaning of which is preduced by
the habitus through categoriés of perception and appreciation thar age
themselves produced by an observable mmnwa condition.

Class Condition and Social Conditioning

Because it can only account for practices by bringing to light successively
the series of effects which underlie them, analysis initially conceals the
structure of the lifestyle characeeristic of an agenr or class of agenss, that
is, the unity hidden under che diversity and multiplicity of the set of
practices performed in fields governed by different logics and therefore
inducing different forms of realization, in accordance with the formula:
{ (habitus) (capital)] -+ field = practice. It also conceals the structure of |
the symbolic space marked out by the whole set of chese structured prac- =
tices, all the distincr and distinctive life-styles which are always defined
objectively and sometimes subjectively in and through their mutual rela-
tionships. 5o it is necessary to reconstruct what has been taken apart, firse
by way of verification but also in order to rediscover the kernel of truch
in the approach characteristic of common-sense knowledge, namely, the
intuition of the systematic nature of life-styles and of the whole ser which
they constitute. To do this, one must zetumn to the pracrice-unifying
and pracrice-generating principle, Le ¢lass habirus, the incernalized form
of class condition and of the conditionings it entails. One must therefore
construct the objective class, the sét of agents who are placed in homogene-

- Gy revealed 1A A€ world of social uses (including, in the case of a tech- olis concitions of existence imposing homdgeneous conditionings and
RO nmnmﬁmﬂm‘m%ﬁa.oln‘%oh which it was designed) and the dis-

producing homogencous systéms of diSpoSItOnS capable of generating

simularpracrices; 2nd WHo poOSSess 2 set of common properties, objectified
properties, sometimes legally guaranteed (as possession of goods and

power) or properties embedied as class habitus (and, in particular, sys-
: stems of classificatory schemes) .

“+ 7 appreciation and action which constitute m.ﬂm objective utility in a _USQ.M-
" o cal usage. The zim is not, of course, to reintroduce any mo._.B of what is
o called ‘lived experience’, which is most often m.ﬁﬂ&w a thinly disguised

, projection of the researcher’s ‘lived experience’; but to move beyond the
abstract relationship between consumers with interchangeable tastes and

g VARIABLES AND SYSTEMS OF VARIABLES In mn&mnpmnm these classes

. mhomcn.a;a.m&|¢mm.monﬂ€swﬂnﬂmmw »@W@Mﬂtﬁmp@mmm.mownﬁmm‘.mmmwm ﬂmﬁ». (classes of agents or, which amounts o the same thing in this contexr,

tionship berween taste§ Which Vary in a necessary way according to their classes of conditions of existence) by the name of an occupation, one is
sk ]

4
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merely indicating char the positien in the celations of producrion gov-
erns practices, in particular through the mechanisms which mo:ﬂn& access
to pesitions and produce or select a particular class of habirus. Buc this
is not a way of reverting t0 a pre-constructed variable such as ‘socio-
cccupational category’. The individuals grouped in a class that is con-
structed in a particular respect (chat is, in a particularly mnRHBEm.nn re-
* spect) always bring with them, in addidon to the pertinent properties by
which they are classified, secondary properties which are thus smuggled
into the explanatory model.” This means that a class or class fraction is «
defined not only by its position in the relations of production, as identi-
ficd through imdices such as occuparion, 1Acome or ¢ven educational

N
/ yﬁ‘ leVETBUT 2130 By a certain SEX-Tatio, 4 Certaln distnpution 1 geographical
v space (which is never socially neutral) and By 2 whole set of subsidiary

characteristics which may function, in the form of racit requirements, as
real principles of selection or exclusion without ever being formally
stated (this is the case with ethnic origin dnd sex). A" number of official
criteria in fact serve as a mask for hidden criteria: for example, the requir-
ing of a given diploma can be 2 way of demanding a particular social
origin.

One needs to examine what the list of the criteria used by the analyst de-
rives from the stase of the struggle berween the groups separated by these
criteria, or more precisely from the capacity of groups defined by chese eri-
teria, to get themselves recognized as such. There would be less likelihood
of forgetring chat unskilled workers are 1o 2 large extent women and immi-
grants if groups based on sex or nationalicy of origin had constiruted them-
selves as such within the working class. Furthermore, the mu:.m@ of the
apparent factor would nor be so frequent if it were not the simple cetransla-
tion ento rhe terrain of science of the legitimating strategies whereby
groups tend to pur forward this or thar legitimarte propersy, the overt prin-
ciple of their constitution, to camouflage the real basis of their existence.
Thus the most selective groups {2 concert audience or che uEm.aE.m of 2
grande école) may doubly conceal the real principle of their mn_anﬂ....«? by

- - - declining to announce the real principles of their existence and their repro- -
duction, they are obliged to rely on mechanisms which lack the specific, sys-
emaric rigour of an explicit condidon of entry and therefore allow
exceptions (unlike clubs and all ‘elites’ based on co-option, they cannoc ver
the whole set of properties of the ‘elect’, i, the roral person).

The members of groups based on co-oprion, as are most of the corps pro-
tecred by an overt or covert zumerus clausus {doctors, architects, professors,
engineers etc.) always have something ¢lse in common beyond the charac-
teristics explicicdly demanded. The common image of the professions, which
is no doubc one of the real determinants of ‘vocations’, is less abscracr and
unreal than thar presented by statisticians; it takes into account not only
the nature of che job and the income, bur those secondary characrerisrics
which are often the basis of their social value (prestige or discredic) and

v
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which, though absenr from rhe official job descripeion, function as tacic re-
quirements, such as age, sex, social or ethnic origin, overtly or implicitly
guiding co-option choices, from entry into the profession and right through
2 career, so that members of the corps whe lack these traits are excluded or
marginalized (women doctors and lawyers tending to be restricred to 3 fe-
male clientele and black doctors and lawyers to black clienes or research),
In short, the property emphasized by the name used to designare a cate-
gory, usually occupation, is liable to mask the effect of all the sccondary
properties which, alchough constitutive of the C4regory, are not expressly
indicated. o

Similarly, when one is trying o assess the evolution of a social cartggory
{identified by occupation), crude errors are ineviable if, by considering
only one of the pertinent properrics, one ignores all the substitution cffects
in which the evolution is also expressed. The coliective trajectory of 2 social
class may be manifested in che fact thae it is becoming ‘feminized’ or ‘mas-
culinized’, growing older or young, getting poores or richer. (The decline
of 2 position may be manifested either in ‘feminization’—which may be ac-
companied by a rise in social origin—or in ‘democratizztion’ or in ‘ageing’.)
The same would be truc of any group defined by reference o0 2 position in
a field—e.g., 2 univessity discipline in the hierarchy of disciplines, a title of
nobility in the aristocratic hierarchy, an educational qualification in the aca-
demic hierarchy. i PR
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"The particular relations berween a dependent variable (such as political = -7
opinion) and so-called inidependent Variablés Sehas sex, age and reli- |
gion, or even educational level, TAcom¢ ind occupation tend to mask the |

T . . - . T —— . i
¢omplete system of relarionships which constituzes the True wnmn%_ooﬁ

the specific Strefigth 4nd form of the cffects registered in any particular ;
8n&mmsodn.rm.ﬁnsaomn,Mbmnwnn&nnﬂOmlmbmn@m.mn_nsm variables concealsa .
whole nerwork of statistical relations which are present, implicitly, in its
relationship with any given cpinion or practice. Here too, instead of ask-

ing statistical technology to solve a problem which it can only displace, it

is necessary to analyse the divisions and variations which the different sec-
ondary variables (sex, age etc.) bring into the class defined by the main
variable, and consider everything which, though present in the real defi-
-nition of the class, is not consciously taken into accouncin thenominal —
definition, the one summed up in the name used to designate it, or
therefore in interpreting the relationship in which it is placed.

»

Typical of the faise independence between so-called independent varizbles is

the relationship between educational qualification and occupation. This is

not only because, at least in some areas of social space (to which educa

tional qualifications give some degree of access), occupation depends on
qualification, bur also because the culrural capital which the qualificacion is
supposed to guarancee depends on the holder’s occupation, which may pre-
suppose maintenance or increase of the capital acquired within the family

or at school {by and for promotion) or a diminishing of this capiral (by .
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‘de-skilling' or ‘de-qualification’}. To this effect of occupatio,

nal condition—

in whjch one has to distinguish the specific effect of the work which, by it

very nature, may demand a more or less great, morte oF less constant invest- «

ment of cultural capital, and cherefore more of less continuous maintenance
of this capital, and the effect of the possible career which encourages or €x-
cludes cultural investments likely to assist or legitimate promotion--—must
be added the effect of occupational miliew, ie., the reinforcemnent of disposi-
tions (especially cultural, religious or polirical dispositions) by a group that
is homogeneous in most of the respects which define it Thus one would

have ro examine in each case o what

extent occupational condidions of ex-

istence assist ot hinder this effect, which would mean taking into account
the characteristics of the work {unpleasantness cte.), the conditions in’
which it is performed-—noisc. or silence permitting conversation erc.—the

]

remporal rhythms it imposes, the spare time it allows, and especially the

L]

form of the horizontal or vertical relations it encourages at the workplace—
during work or in rest periods—or ousside. ,

This effect no doubt expldins 2 number of differences berween office
workers (ledger clerks, bank clerks, agency clerks, typists) and commercial
employees (mainly shop assistants). which are not encirely accounted for
cither by differences linked ro class fraction of origin (office workers are
rather more often the children of farmers: commercial employees the chil-
dren of small employers) or by differences in educarional capital (the first
more often have the BEPC, the second 2 CAP).

The commercial employees and the office workers, who are distributed in
much the same way as regards sex, age and income, are separated by impoz
tant differences in dispositions and practices. Office workers are more 3s-
cetic—they more often expect their friends to be conscientious or weil

brought up, more often prefer & near,

clean and tidy interior and like Brel,

Guérary, Masiano, the Hungarian Rbapsody, L Ariésienne, Raphacl, Watteau
and Leonardo. By contrast, commercial employees more often look for
friends who are sociable, bons vivants, amusing and stylish, for 2 comforr-
able, cosy interior, and prefer Brassens, Ferré, Frangoise Hardy, the Tuwilight
of the Gods, the Four Seasons, Rbapsody in Blue, Utrillo or Van Gogh.

Among the effects which the relacionship berween class fracrion and prac-
fices simultancously reveals and conceals, there is also the effect of the post-

tion in che distribution of the secondary properties atrached to a class.

Thus, members of the class who do not possess all the modal properties—
&g, men in a strongly feminized occupation or a worker's sOR 2t ENA—
haves theit social dentity deeply marked by this membership and the social
image which it imposes and which they have to situate shemselves in rela- -
tion to, whether by acceprance or rejection.

Sirnilarly, relationships such as chose berween educarional capital, ot age,
and income mask the relationship linking the two apparencly independent
variables. Age determines income to an exient which varies according 0
educarional capital and occupation, which is itself pardy determined by edu-
cational capical and also by other, more hidden factogs such as sex and in-
herited cultural or social capital. In another case, one of the variables is to 2
degree merely a transformed form of the other. Thus, scholastic age (i€,

age at a given educational level) is 2

cransformed form of inherited cultural

1
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capital, and lost years arc a step towards relegation or elimination. More
generally, the educarional capical held ar,a given moment CXpresses, AMONg
other things, the cconomic and social level of the family of origin. (This
resules from a long process which is no way a mechanical -relationship, since
initia) culrural capical may be only partially converted into educational capi-
tal or mdy produce effects irreducible to those of educational qualification,
as one finds whenever social origin distinguishes individuals whose qualif-
cations are identical.) | .

Likewise, in every relationship between educationat capital and & given
practice, one sees the effect of the dispositions associated with gender which
help to determine the logic of the reconversion of inherited capital into
cducarional capital, that is, the ‘choice” of the type of educational capirtal
which will be obrained from the same initial capital; more often lirerary for
girls, more often scientific for boys. Again, the relationship of 2 given prac-
tice o age may conceal a relationship to, educational capital when age is in
fact the key to different modes of access to the position—by qualification or
internal promotion—and different school generations and different chances
of access 2o the educational syseem (the oldest agents have lower educa-
tional capital than the youngest), or 0 social class, by virtue of the differ-
ent social definirions of precociousness or backwardness in the various areas,
particularly in schooling.

In fact, the change in chances of access is only one aspect of 2 more sys-
temaric change which also involves the very definition of competence, and
tends to make comparisons between the generations increasingly difficule.
“The conflicts berween holders of comperences of different ages and different
educational levels—old school-certificate holder versus new bachetier (bacca-
lauréar-holder)—centre precisely on the definition of competence, wich the
old generation complaining that the new generation does not possess the
comperences formerly defined as elementary and basic: ‘“They can’t spell
nowadays’, “They can’t even add vp’.

And finally, the variations in culrural practice by size of rown of resi-
dence cannot be ascribed to the direct effect of spacial distance and the
variations in the supply of culture, until ic is confirmed chat the differences
persist after discounting the effect of the inequalities in educational capital
concealed (even in the occupational category) by geographical distribution.
The opposition between Paris and the srovinces needs to be analysed in 2
way similar 1o that used for the notion of ‘educarional level’. Relationships

“irivolving the varisble ‘place of residence’ manifest not only the effectof .

cultural supply, linked to the densicy of objectified cultural capiral and so
to the objective opportunities for cultural consumption and the related re-
inforcement of the aspiration to consume, bt also all the effects of the un-
equal spatial distribution of properties and their owners (€.g., pOssessors of
high educarional capiral), in particular the circular reinforcement each
group performs on itself, for example, intensifying cultural practice if it is
culrivated, discouraging it by indifference or hostility if it is not.

When, as often happens, the anzalysis is conducted variable by variable,
there is a danger of attriburing to one of the variables {such as sex or age,
cach of 'which may express in its own way the whole situation or trend of
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a class) the effect of the ser of variables (an error which is encouraged by
the conscious or unconscious tendency to substitute generic alienations,
' ¢.g., those linked to sex or age,.for specific alienations, linked to class).
. Economic and secial condition, as identified by occupation, gives a spe-
cific form to all the properties of sex and age, so that it is the eficacy of
the whole structure of factors associated with a position in social space
which is manifested in, the correlations berween age or sex and practices.
The naivery of the inclinarion to attribute the differences recorded in re-
lacion to age to a generic effect of biological ageing becomes selfeviden:
when one sees, for example, that the ageing which, in the privileged
classes, is associated with 2 move to the right, is accompanied, among
manual workess, by a move to the lefr. Similarly, in the relative precocity
of executives, measured for example by the age ar which they reach 2
given position, one sees in fact the expression of everything which di-
vides them, despite the apparent identity of condition at a given meo-
ment, namely cheir whole previous and subsequent trajectory, and the
capital volume and structure which govern it
CONSTRUCTED CLASS ™ Social class is not defined by a property {not even
, - .the most determinant one, such s the volume and-compasition of capi-
. .-~y nor by a collection of properties (of sex, age, social origin, ethnic
"+ origin—proportion of blacks and whites, for example, or natives and im-
©< migrants—income, educationsl level etc.), nor even by a chzin of proper-
ties szrung out from a fundamental property (pesition in the relations of
production) in a relation of cause and effect, conditioner and condi-
| tioned; but by the strucrure of relations berween all the pertinent proper-
ranm which gives its Specific value 6 €achof them and ro the effects they
mnxé Constructing; "as we have here, classes as homo-
:_mnﬁnocm as possible with respect to the fundamental determinants of the
material conditions of existence and the conditionings chey impose,
therefore means that even in constructing the classes and in interpreting
the variations of the distribution of properties and practices in relation to
these classes, one consciously takes into account the nerwork of second-
-----ary-characteristics which are more or-less unconsciously. manipulated
whenever the classes are defined in terms of a single criterion, even one a3
« pertinent 3s occupation. It also means grasping the principle of the ob-
jective divisions, i.e., divisions internalized or objectified in &ma:naua
properties, on the basis of which the agents are most likely to divide and
come together in reality in their ordinary practices, and also to mobilize
themselves or be mobilized (in accordance with the specific logic, linked
S to a specific history, of the mobilizing organizations) by and for individ-
ual or collective political action.

!

The principles of logical division which are used o produce the classes are
of course very unequally consticured socially in pre-existing social classifica-

>
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tions. At one extremg, there s the simple existence of the name of 2 trade
or ‘social category’, the product of classificarion by a governmental agency
such as INSEE (Insritut national de Iz statistique et des études mnoam_dm. “
ques), or of the soctal bargaining which leads to industrial ‘collective agree-
ments’; and at the other extreme, there are groups possessing a real social
idenrity, recognized spokesmen and institutionalized channels for expressing
and defending their interests etc. The secondary principles of division Am:nw
as country of origin or sex), which are likely ro be ignored by an ordinary
analysis until they serve as a basis for some form of mobilization, indicaee
potential lines of division along which a group socially perceived as vnicary _
may split, more or less deeply and permanenily. Because the different facrors o
in the system of determinations consticuting a class condicion (which can
function as real principles of division between objectively separate or ac-
tually mobilized groups) vary greacly in their functional weights and there- e
woﬂn E their structuridg foree, these principles of division are themselves set
in 2 hierarchy; groups mebilized on the basis of 2 sccondary criterion (such
as sex or age) are likely to be bound rogether less permanently and less - h

deeply than those mobilized on the basis of the fundamental determinancs
of their condition.

o .
SN ((_

|

To account for the infinite diversity of practices in a way tharc is both
unitary and specific, one has to break with /izear thinking, which only rec-
ognizes the simple ordinal structures of direct determination, and endea-
vour to reconstruct the nerworks of interrelated relationships which are
present in each of the factors.” The scructural causality of a nerwork of

factors is quite irreducible o thé Curnulated effects of the ser of linear re-_

lations, of différent_explanatory force, which the necessitics of amdlysis

oblige one to isolate, those which are sstablished between the different

mmﬂoahiﬂmwmuwonn by one, and the Practice in question; through each of <
the factors is exerted the efficacy of all the ochers, and the multdplicicy of -

determinations leads nor to indeterminacy bur to overdetermination,

Thus the superimposition of biological, psychological and social determi-
nations in the formation of socially defined sexual identity (a basic di- . ,
mension of social personality) is only 2 particular, bur very importang, .
-case of alogic thar is also at work in -other biological mnﬂnn&nn&ow%tli!

—t

such as ageing. o
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It goes withour saying that the factors constitdting the construcred
class do not all depend on one another to the same exzent, and char the
structure of the system they constitute is determined by those which
have the greatest functional weight. Thus, the volume and composition
of capital give specific form and value to the deTeTmnations Which the
other factors (age, Sex. place of Tesidence €IC.) IMpOse on practices. Sex-.
ual PrOPETtics are as inseparable from class DIOPEITIEs a5 the yellowhess of

a Jemon 15 from its acidity: a class is defined in an essenti:

ity: an essential respect by the
E.mnn .m:.m valie it gives to the two sexes and 1o their secially constirured
&mvomﬁonm..ww

is is why there are as many ways of realizing femininity as

e
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| there are classes and class frac
the sexes takes quite different forms, b
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. . . »
cions, in the different social classes. S¢ the true na

fraction is expressed in ics discributio
tmore, since its furure is then at stake, b

over time. The lowest positions are designated by
clude a large-—and growing—proportion of immigrants or women un-

skilled and semi-skilled workers) or immi

Similarly, it is no accident chat the occupations in
medical and social services, the personal-care rrades, old ones like hair-
dressing, new ones like Deauty care, and especially domestic service,
which combine the two aspects of the traditional definition of female
tasks, service and the home—are practically reserved ‘for womnen.

Nor is it accidental that the oldest classes or class fracrions are also the
classes in decline, such as farmers and industrial and commercial proprie-

tors: most of the young people originating from

tions, and the division of labour berween
oth in practices and in representa-

cure of a class or class

n by sex or age, and perhaps even
y the trend of this discribution

the fact thar they in-

grant women (charwomen).™

mmaos& services—the

these classes can only

escape collective decline by reconverting into the expanding occupations.
Similarly, an increase in the proportion of women indicates the whole

trend of an occupation, in particular the absolute

or relative devaluation

which may result from changes in the nature and organization of the
work itself {chis 1s the case with office jobs, for exarnple, with the multi-
plication of reperitive. mechanical tasks that are commonly left o
women) or from changes in relative position in social space {as in teach-
ing, whose position has been affected by the overall displacement of the

profession resulting from the overall increase in ¢
offered).

he number of positions

One would have to analyse in the same way the relationship berween
mariral stacus and class or class fraction. It has been clearly shown, for
example, thar male celibacy 1s not 2 secondary property of the small peas-
antry but an essential clement of the crisis affecting this fraccdion of the

peasant class. The breakdown of the mechanisms
reproduction brought about by the specific logic
is one of the mediations of the process of concen

deep transformation of the class., But here too; one would have to subject -

of biological and social
of symbolic domination
tration which leads to a

the commonsense notion to close analysis, as has been done for educa-
tional level. Being married is not opposed to being unmarried simply as

the fact of having a legitimate spouse o the fact

of not having one. One

only has to think of 2 few limiting cases (some much more frequent than
others), the “housewife’, the artist supported by his wife, the employer or
executive who owes his position t© his father-in-law, to see that it is dif-
ficult to characterize an individual withour including all the properties
(and property) which are brought o cach of the spouses, and not only
the wife, through the other—a name (sometimes 2 distinguished ‘de’ as

well), goods, an income, ‘connections’, 4 social
the couple being characterized by the spouse’s s0

starus (each member of
cial position, to different

s
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. degrees a ing iti
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el m:Ean om_z.wm or, more mhawx.r if the “subject’” questioned is
) e suble '€ pracuices on which he or she is questioned.
€ question is raised, it can be seen tHat a number of srrate-

gies are concretely defined only in the relationship between the members

¢ .
of a domestic group (2 houschold o, sometimes, an extended family)

which iself depend i
s on the relationship b
. dep : erween the wi
" p 0 System
W&Wnﬂﬂm Bwoomm& Mﬁnr the two spouses. The common mow% nmm o
en they are of some economi ial i a5 the
omic an
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, shasmen: or fum , Or anu personal goods, such as clothingy are "
4 spouse for son i eties—the
outcome of rhese An_nﬂu.n& power HM_MM wcm:nﬂn. Hm anﬂ e domms
: ions which define the d i
unir, For e i : ven the logie
uats. | &iw.mbrw there is every reason to wﬁuwmmn that, given the wommn
O the div _,MS o meoﬁ between the sexes, which gives wnmna&asnncﬁo
momen in ﬂm:aa. of taste ?sm. o men in politics), the weight of the
aste in choosing his clothes (and therefore the degree ro

which his clothes express his taste) depends_not_only on his awn in

herited i i i
tted culrura) capiral and_educariona] capiral (the rraditional division

of roles
tends to weaken, here and elsewhere, as educational capiral

WHOQMV UCH M.Hwo on w.:m .*»ﬂuﬁ £ cari al and ¢ fura
w l44 10 _ n.m i
ﬁ - ~: - M ﬂm@._rﬁm.— MS.& on @uﬂ
Uom.mu Uﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂ: ﬂwwﬂnuw_. MTQ same 1§ tree Cm ﬂ#wﬁ ﬂ._ﬂ_.mmpn Om ﬂTﬂ acmmﬂwm own

réferen {rics: i
wo:%wwnnm in pelicics: the effect of assignment by status which makes
p a man’s business is less likely 10 occur, the greater the wife's edu

cational capical, or when the b i
ol o T s O e £ap berween her capital and her husband's is
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. nary perception which, within a group, identifies the parvenus and the
déclassés by picking up the subtle indices of manner or bearing which
betray the effect of conditions of existence different from the present ones
or, which amounts to the same thing, a soclal trajectory different from
the modal trajectory for the group in question.
Individuals do not meve about in social space in 2 random way, partiy
because they are subjecr to the forces which strucrure this space (e.g.,
through the objective mechanisms of elimination and channelling), and
- partly because they resist the forces of the field with their specific inertia,
that is, their properties, which may exist in embodied form, as disposi-
tions, or in objectified form, in goods, qualifications etc. To a given vol-
ume of inherited capital there corresponds a band of more or less equally
. probable trajecrories leading to mbre or less equivalent positions (this is
e the field of the possibles objectively offered to a given agent), and the shift
s from one trajectory to another often depends on collective events—wars,
crises etc—or individual events—encounters, affairs, benefactors etc—
which are usually described as (formnate or unfortunate) accidents, al-
though they themselves depend statistically on the posirion and disposi-
tion of those whom they befall (e.g., the skill in operating ‘connections’
which enables the holders of high social capiral to preserve or increase
this capital), when, that is, they are not deliberately contrived by instiru-
tions (clubs, family reunions, old-boys” or alumni sssociations etc.) or by
the ‘spontancous’ intervention of individuals or groups. It follows from
this that position and individual trajectory are not statistically indepen-
dent; ail positions of arrival are not equally probable for 2ll starting
points. This implies that there is a strong correlation berween social po-
sitions and the dispositions of the agents who occupy them, or, which
' Zmhounts (o The same thing, the trajectornés Which have led them to oc-
cupy them, and consequently that the modal trajectory is an integral past
of the system of factors constituting the class. (The more dispersed the
trajectories are—as in the petite bourgeoisie—the less are pracrices reduc-
ible o the effect of synchronically defined position.)
The homogeneity of the dispositions associated with a position and

W

sult partly from the mechanisms which channel towards positions indi-
viduals who are aiready adjusted to them, either because they feel ‘made’
for jobs that are ‘made’ for them-—this is ‘vocation’, the proleptic as-

77 sumption of an objective destiny that is imposed by practical reference o
_ oo TrHE THOdal Trajectoty in the class of origin—or because they are seen in
~ZHT0 this light by the occupants of the posts—this is co-option based en the
- ° . -+ . immediate harmony of dispositions—and partly from the dialectic which

is established, throughout 2 lifetime, berween dispositions and positions,
aspirations and achievements. Social ageing is nothing other than the
.-~ slow renunciation or disinvestment (socially assisted and encouraged)
which leads agents to adjust their aspirations to their objective chances,

to espouse their condition, become what they are and make do with what

| their seemingly miraculous adjustment to the demands inscribed in it re-

on et ey e Ty

" collective declifie of their class.
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they have, even if this entails deceiving themselves as to what they are
and Svmn they have, with collective complicity, and accepting bereave.
ment of all the ‘lateral possibles’ they have zbandoned m_onm.u_&a way,
The stacistical character of the relationship berween initial capital and
present capital explains why practices cannot be completely accounted
for solely in terms of the properties defining the position occupied in so-
cial space at 2 given moment. To say that the members of 2 class initially
possessing a certain ¢conomic and culrural capiral are destined, with a
given mﬂo.v.vagr to an educarional and social’ trajectory leading to 2
given position means in fact chat a fraction of the class {which cannor be
m..uﬂnnBSnm a priori within the limits of this explanarory systern) will de-
viate from the tajectory most common for the class as a whole and fol-
low the (highér or lower) trajectory which was most probable for
BnBvoﬂ of another class.'” The trajectory effect which then manifests ix
self, as it does whenever individuals occupying similar positions at a
glven time are separated by differences associated with the evolution over
time of n.wn volume and structure of their capiral, Le., by their individual
trajeccories, is very likely to be wrongly incerpreted. The correlarion be-
tween a praceice and social origin (measured by the father's pesition, the
real value of which may have suffered a decline concealed by noam_nmnﬂ
nominal value) is the resulrant of two effects (which may either reinforce
or offser each other): on the one hand, the inculcation effect directly ex-
erzed by the mp.Smw or the original conditions of existence: on the onvmn
hand, the specific effect of social trajectory," thar is, the effects of social
rise or decline on dispositions and opinions, position of origin being, in
this logic, merely the starting point of a trajectory, the reference whereby
the slope of the social career is defined. The need to make chis distincrion
is self-cvident in all cases in which individuals from the same class frac-
ton or the same family, and therefore presumably subject to idencical
moral, n.nmmmocm or political inculcations, are inclined towards diversent
stances in religion or politics by the different relations to the social warld
which they owe 0 divergent individual trajectories, having, for example
succeeded or failed in the reconversion stracegies nnnnm.mm% © escape mrm
) .;m” trajectory effect no doubt plays a large part in blurring the rela-
uonship berween social class and religious or political opinicns, oing to
the fact thatdt governs the representation of the position Onncmw& m:m&n
social world and hence the vision of its world and ies furure. In contrast
to upwardly mobile individuals or groups, ‘commoners’ of birth or cul-
ture Sr.o have their future, ic., their being, before them, individuals or
groups in decline endlessly reinvent the discourse of all aristocracies. cs-
sentialist faith in che eternity of narures, celebration of tradition and the
past, the cult of history and its riruals, because the bese
from the future is'the rerurn of the old order, from wh
the restoration of their social being. '

This blurring is particularly visible in the BE&Q classes and especially

they can expect
ich they expect
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governs those properties t
and practice is established,

If this doubie correlation of cach ex

planatory factor is not performed, every
sort of error is likely, all of them resulting
is ‘operative’

from ignoring the fact that what
in the factor in question depends on the system ir is placed in
and the conditions ic ‘operates’ in; or, more simply, from mm:nm to raise the
question of the real principle of che eflicacy of the ‘independent varisble’,
by procesding as if the relationship found berween the factor——designated
by what is usually no more than an indicacor of it ( ¢.8., educational level)
~and this or that practic

< (¢.g, the rate of fesponse to policical questions,
or the capacity to adopt the aestheric disposition, or museum-going erc.)
did ndit itself have 1o be explained,

To understand wh
and is determined 5y the position occupied in the field of class struggles)
always has the greatest explanatory power, whatever the area in ques-
UOR—¢ating habits, (ise of ¢redit, fert
etC~and _why, simultaneously, the relative weight of the factors which
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practices. This means, concretely, that the social rank and specific woéﬂ.g
which agents are assigned in 3 patticular field . depend firstly -on thes -
‘ their additional wealth in

exert an effecr of nongm.&

-

y the same system of properties (which deter

ility,

€., a0 energy

can mobilize, whatever

other types of capital (though this may also

nation}.

This explains why the relationsh;
class and i

Y explanacory systems as there ace fields

, instead of see-
ing each of chemm as 3 i

ansformed Torm of all the Gthers, or worse, the |
error of setting up a particular combination of factors active in a partcy- ,,,4
lar field SF Practices 25 3 unverga] explanatory principle. The singular | /
Conniguration of the system of explanatory TActors WHIich has to be con.!

el

i

political opinion, religion ,, -~

hrough*which the relationship berween class

[ RS

!

/

L

795 Ty
TR

~

4\4(\
} Avmw_wbgia

B Ll
ek
i




114 \ The Economy of Praciices

e ular
scructed in ozder 1o account for 2 state of the distribution ofa wmﬂna_pn
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X . o
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Mm@&o? defining the rank occupied in all possible felds.

A Three-Dimensional Space

L

»
i the
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it 1 abitus, 1.2, -
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Among the difficulticd which this model aims o account for in a unitary
and systematic way, the most visible is ¢he observation, which others have
often made (e.g., C8. VII), that the hierarchies, both in the dominant
class, between the executives and the employers, and in the middie class, be-
tween the junior exceurives and the craftsmen or shopkeepers, vary accord-
ing ro the activity or asset in question. This effect seems to support the
relativistic critique of the social classes until it is seen that there is a rela-
ticnship between the nature of these activities or

theatre-going or pessession of a colour TV, and ¢
group’s capital.

assets, for example,
he strucrure of each

Once one rakes account of the structure of roral assets—and not

) only,
as has always been done implicitly, of the dominant kind in a given

strucrure, ‘birsh’, “fortune’ or ‘talents’, as the nineteenth century put it—
one has the means of making more precise divisions and also of observin s
the specific effects of the structure of distribution berween the different
kinds of capital. This ray, for example, be symmetzical (as in the case o

the professions, which combine very high income with very high cultural
capital) or asymmerrical (in the case of hi

. e
ghereducation and secondary s
teachess or emplS¥ess, with cultural capital dominant in one case, eco- A i
nomic capital in the other). One chus discovers two sers of homologous ./ﬂV\_ 7~ //M\.(c
positions. The fractions whose reproduction depends on economic capin & JF
tal, usually inherited—industrial and commercial employers at the higher | N\
level, craftsmen and shopkeepers at the intermediate levelare opposed /\;\\
to the fractions which are least endowed {relatively, of course) with eco- "
nomic <apital, and whose reproduction mainly depends on cultural capi- | ST
tal—highereducation and secondary teachers at the higher level, primary an. Rod yor
teachers at the intermediate level. uon.u n\..L
o

The industrialises, who are grouped with the commercial employers in sur-
veys by represenearive sample because of cheir small number, declare consid-
crably higher incomes than the latter (33.6 percent say they earn more than
100,600 French francs, as 2gainst 14.5 percent of the commercial employ- -~ - -
ers). Those classified as induscrialists in the [NSEE survey (CS. I} are

much closer to the new bourgeoisie than are the commercial employers:
many more of them declare salaries and invessm

clare industrial, commercial or non-commercial profits. For the working

classes, who are strongly ranked by overal! capital volume, the data available
do not enable one to grasp the differences in the second dimension (compo-
sition of capital). Howevez, differences such as those berween semi-skilled,
cducationally unqualified, provincial factory workers of rural origin, living
in an inherited farmhouse, and skilled workers in the Paris region who have
been in the working class for generations, who possess a ‘zrade’ or technical

qualificacions, must be the source of differences in life-style and religious
and political opinjon.

ent income, many fewer de-
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Given that, as one moves from the artists to the industrial and com- —
mercial employers, volume of economic capiral rises and volume of cul- T g
. rural capical falls, it can be seen that the dominant class is ozganized in 2 . , mm;. geew -
{ ’ chiastic structure. To establish this, ir is necessary to use various indica- ; & E Smeme ~
: wots borrowed from a survey which has the advantage of distinguishing h '
between publicsector and private-sector execurives {C.5. V) to examine,
successively, the distribution of econornic capital and the distribution of i ~
culrural capirat among the fractions: the structures of these distributions 2 m; !
must then be correlated. : 22 TER: -
: ..M = I B ] ~ o3
b Lo N *)
s : Although it is sclfevidene when onc considers indicators of wealth (as will
be done later), the hierarchy of the class fractions as reghrds possession of £ i oo ,
economic capital, running from indusrrial and commercial employers o ' sEgierer \
, teachers, 18 lready less visible when, as here, one i only dealing with in- S8 2o A oy
dices of consumption (cars, boats, hotels) which are neither entirely adequate i
nor entirely unambigaous (see table 6). The fzst (cars) also depends on : '
‘ the type of professional activity, and the other two depend on spare tme, _ W .
which, 23 one learns in other ways, varies inversely with economic capital. : -3 g
4 Home ownership also depends on stability in the same place of residence P g gERER -
o {lower among EXCLUTVEs, engineers and teachers). Incomes are very un- g ma Fame ™
evenly underestimated {the rate of non-declaration may be considered an in- ﬁ =
dicator of the tendency o underdeclare) and very unequally accompanied V g
by fringe bencfits such as expense-account meals and business rips (which E
are known [o risc as Onc moves from teachers to private-sector execurives < g
and employers). 2 GleRRe
As regards culeural capital, except for a few inversions, which reflect sec- = gl L= Iy
ondary variables such as place of residence, with the corresponding supply @ =
of culture, and income, with the means it provides, the different fractions : £ -
are organized in an opposite hicrarchy (see wable 7). {Differentiation accord- | # g
ing 1o the type of capital possessed, licerary, scientific or cconomic and po- | Tl o .m
litical, is mainly seen in the facc char engineers show more interest in rousic SIZEg B8R g
znd ‘intellecrual’ games such as bridge or chess than in literary activities— g L5 ERR%L X = g
thearre-going of reading Le Figaro Littéraire.) M =
-  These indicators no doubt tend 1 minimize the gaps between' the differ- = m
ent fractions. Most cultural consumption also encails an economic cost the: - ——- _ Bl o= ) o
atre-going, for exarmple, depends on income as well as education. Moreover, Tl EEE - . -
equipment such as FM radios ot hi-f systems can be used in very different HEER: rRAER - K
ways (€8 classical music or dance music), whose values, in cerms of the el e gL " =
dorminant hierarchy of possible uses, may vary as much as the different types | g = T
of reading-matter or theare. In fact, the position of the different fractions : < s
ranked according to cheir interest ia the different types of reading-marter @ &
* tends to correspond to cheir position when canked according to volpme of & - 2
cultural capital as one moves rowards the rarer types of reading, which are = g ¢ ,/%u, £
known to be those most linked to educational level and highest in the hier N 8= - mrm 2
: archy of culrural legitimacy (sec table 8). g m Wi B > 3 -
One also finds (C.S. XIV, wble 215a) that the over-epresentation of & R 5% .2 m & v &
teachers {and students) in the audience of the different theatres steadily de- <| 8§ SEEZgg £.1YE
MEEIE IS IR
L) = e m = T = o = =
& mmmp mmmmwfc\mm.m & w
= =3
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:
clines and the over-representation of the other fracrions (employers, senior
executives and members of the professions, unforrunately not distinguished
in the statistics) increases as one moves from avant-garde or reputedly
avanegarde theatre to classical thearre and especially from classical to boule-
vard theatre, which draws berween 1 third and a quarter of its audience
from the least ‘incellecrual’ fractions of the dominant class.

Having established that the scructure of the distribution of economic
capical is symmerrical and opposite to that of cultural capiral, 'we can
turn to the question of the hierarchy of the two principles of hierarchiza-
.tion (withourt forgerting that this hierarchy is_ac_all rimes a stake in
mﬂcmmymm and thar, in certain conjuncrures, as in m&nnvm@ France, cul-

: ﬂmmw‘nmmm& may be one of the conditions for access to control of eco-

| nomic capital). We may take as an indicator of the state of the power
. relation between these two principles of domination the frequency of in-

+ - tergenerational movements berween the fractions. ,

’ If we use as indices of the rarity of a position (or, which amounts (o

".“the same thing, its degree of closure) the proportion of its occupants

-+ who originate from the dominant class as a whole an from the fraction

ih Question, we find that the resultung hierarchy corresponds fairly ex-

actly, for Both indices, to the hierarchy by volume of economic capital

- “(see tbdle 9). The proportion of members of ¢ach fraction who origi-

" nated from thé domminant class. and che proporuon of individual§ who

originated from the fraction o which they now belong, decline in paral-

. lel as one moves from the industrial employers to the teachers, with 2

© 7 clear bresk berween the three higher-ranking fractions (industrial and

% - commercial employers and the professions) and the three lower-ranking
" fractions (engineers, public-sector execurives and teachers).

The use of these indicators may be contested on the grounds that the
different fractions have very unequal control over the conditions of their
social reproduction, so that the high proportion of endogenous employ-
ers may express nothing other than the capacity of these fractions {or ar
least of 2 proportion of their members) to transmit their powers and

- .privileges without mediation or control. Indeed, this capacity is itself one
of the rarest privileges, which, by giving greater freedom vis-d-vis-aca-

* dernic verdicts, reduces the necessify or urgency of making the culrural
investments which cannot be p<o&nm,\€vomn who depend entirely on

the education system for their reprodulcrion. The fractions richest in cul-
& ettt . - . . . .
_“tural capiral do in fact tend to invest in their children’s education as well

2s in the culcural practices likely to maintain and increase their specific
rarity; the fractions richest in economic npm.:& set aside culrural and edu-
cational investments in favour of economic investments—industrial and
commercial employers more so, however, than the new bourgeoisie’ of
private-sector execurives, who manifest the same concern for rational in-
vestment both in economic and in educational marters. The members of

i
£

Table 9 Social origin of members of the dominant class, by ctass fraction (%), 1970.*
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the professions (especially doctors and lawyers), relatively well endowed
with both forms of capiral, but oo litzle incegrated into ¢conomic life to
use thieir capital in it actively, invest in their children’s education bur also .
and especially in cultural practices which symbolize possession of the ma-
rerial and cultural means of maintaining a bourgeois lifestyle and which
provide a social capiral, 2 capiral of social connections, honcurability and
respectability that is often essential in winning and keeping the confi-
dence of high sociery, and wizh it 2 clientele, and may be drawn on, for
example, in making a political career. . _

Given that scholastic success mainly depends on inherited cultural capieal
and on the propensity to invest in the educational system (and thar the lae-
ter varies with the degree to' which maintained or improved social position
anﬂnn% on such success), it is clear why the proportion oﬁucv:m na
given school or college who come from the culrurally richest fracrions rises
with the position of that school in the specifically academic hierarchy (mea-
sured, for example, by previous academic success), reaching its peak in the
institution responsible for reproducing the professorial corps (che Ecole
Normale Supéricure). In fact, like the dominant class which they help to
reproduce, higher-education institutions are organized in accordance with
two opposing principles of hierarchy. The hierarchy dominant within the
educational system, i.c., the one which ranks institutions by specifically aca-
demic criteria, and, correlatively, by the proportion of their studencs drawn
from the cubturally richest fractions, is diametrically opposed to the hierar-
chy dominant outside the educational system, te., the one which ranks in-
sticutions by the proportion of their students drawn from the fractions
richest in economic capiral or in power and by the position in the eco-
nomic or power hierarchy of the occupations they lead to. If the offspring
of the dominated fractions are less represented in the cconomically highest
insticutions (such as ENA or HEC) than might be expecred from their pre-
vious academic success 2nd the position of these schools in the specifically
scholastic hierarchy, this is, of course, because these schools refuse to apply
purely scholastic criteria, but it is also because the scholastic hierarchy is
most faithfully respected (so that che science section of the ENS is pre-
ferred to Polytechnique, or the Arcs faculry to Sciences Po), by those who
are most dependent on the educational system. (Biindness to alrernative
ranking principles is most neacly complete in the case of teachers’ children,
whose whole upbsinging inclines them to identify all success with academic

o
success. }

The same chiastic scructure is found at the level of the middle classes,
where volume of cultural capital again declines, while cconomic capital
increases, as one moves from primary teachers to small industrial and
commercial employess, with junior executives, technicians and clerical
workers in an intermediate position, homologous to that of engineers
and executives ar the higher level. Ardistic craftsmen and arcdealers, who
earn their living from industrial and commescial profits, and are close in

i
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and, in the same way, the father’s and mother’s %mmmnm <o_.cnwnﬁwnm m_..naﬂwwﬁ
‘ i i i i it ki al (e.g., fat
i e n the different kinds of capit
and their respective weights 1 : F cepiaal (e, father
i i iral and mother in culrural capital, 153,
stronger in economic capira c : /
nn_c?mpn:nnvw and therefore the volume and structure of the capiral om_mo%
sets of grandparents.

To account more fully for the differences in lifesstyle between the dif
ions—especi ards culrure—one would have to take
ferent fractions—especially as regards cu b Jave to ke
account of their distribution in 2 .anmmﬁ,wn@@m m&mﬁmlu im..m..ﬂnm -
group’s chances of appropriating any gIvelr Class Or TAIC a3sets (as :
T ]
sured by the mathematical probabilicy of mnnnmwv aﬂwga partly on H_ﬂﬂm Ma
it cultu
i i tion, defined by the economic,
acity for the specific appropriation, . T :
M:m NH.E apital it can deploy in order to appropriate Sﬁr.wpww%w MMMM |
i i i hat is, 115 pOSiLion 10 sOC 2
bolically the assets in question, chat is, s position :
artly ov\: the relationship berween its distribution Hmomnom.nmw?n& space
wba the distribution of the scarce assets in that space. {This n&m.n_o:mmwwu
can be measured in average distances from goods or facilities, or in trave
ing ti ichi ivare or public transport.) In other
ling time—which involves access to pri P or) In other
éowam 2 group’s real sccial distance from certain assets mus? ::n.mH =
ographical distance, which itself depends on the group's spatia discri-
mn .mo:wpmm more ?2&% its distzibution with respect to the “focal
urtl N . ‘ i - !
point’ of economic and culrural values, ie., Paris Ho.p. the major ﬂam_o_:m_
ceritres {in some careers—e.g., in the ﬂoms._H UB._EPW mwm..,nﬁfnwww, om.p
; ils 2 peri ile).” ance of far
i eriod of exile).” Thus, the distan
ment or promotion entails a p P of
it ould not be so vast if the spe ¥
\workers from legitimate culture w s pecifically
, 1 implied by their low cultural capiral were
culeural distance implied by / [Tere ot com
_ . ial di ion. Similarly, many of the difi
unded by their spatial dispersi i . .
Swwwa?& w:ﬁwﬂ nncmﬁﬁ and other) pracrices of the different mnmnﬂonw of
the dominant class are no doube atrributable to the size of the ﬂ%ﬂm. they
- ° .. . _
live in. Consequendly, the opposition between mmmpmﬂa an mM<wM
) - -t H .
i hand, and industrial and commerc
sector executives on the one .
ployers on the other, party stems from the fact that %..a former Ban_.«
live in Paris and work for relatively large firms (only 7 percent oH mwm
: . .
vate-sector executives work in firms an_oEMmmMnoB 1to5 MMMW 3
inst 3 i fum-sized firms an percent in
against 34 percent in medium :
,moina Bomn than 50 people), whereas the latter mainly run small firms
WS ?M 1966 survey by SOFRES {Sociéeé franqaise d’enquétes par ..w_o:_
dages]—C.5. V—6 percent of the industrialists had from 1 to 5 emp or«-
an% 70 percent, & to 4% 24 percent, more than 50; 1n unoBBnnnn, MDM
non,ﬂnmwoa&nm figures are 30 percent, 42 ﬂnﬂnnﬂ. mbn_ﬁ?. %MMMﬂwo nd
ive i i d even in the country (acc
mostly live in the provinces and e h
1968 Manmcm 22.3 percent of the industrialists and 15.5 percent of the
, 22.

commercial employers lived in 2z rural commune, 14.1 percent and 11.8
percent in-communes of less than 10,000 inhabitants).

The model which emerges would not be so difficult to arrive at if it did
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not presuppose a break with the common-sense picture of the social
world, summed up in the metaphor of the ‘social ladder and sug

gested |

by all the everyday language of ‘mobility’, with its ‘rises’ and “falls’; and a |

ro less radical break with che whole sociological tradition wh
is not merely tacitly accepting the one-dimensional image of s
as most research on ‘social mobilicy’ does, subjects it to
scientific elaboration, reducing the social universe o 2 contin
stract strata (“upper middle class’, ‘lower middle class’ etc.),’
aggregating different formhs of capital, thanks to the const
dices (which are, par nxnnznann, the destroyers of structures),”
Projection onro a single axis, in order to construct the continuous, lin-
ear, homogeneous, o:n.&Bnn_mH.ozw_ series with which the social hierar-
chy is normally identified, implies an extremely difficule (and, if it is
unwitting, extremely dangerous) operation, whereby the different Types
of capital are reduced o a single standard. This abstract operation has am
objective basis in the possibility, which is always available, of converting
one type of capital into another; however, the exchange rates vary in ac-
cordance with the power relation between the holders of the differenc

ocial space,

a pseude-
uumn of ab-
? obrained by
ruction of in-

ich, when it

forms of capital. By obliging one to formulate the principle of the con-

vertibility of the different kinds of
reducing the space to one dimensi
sional space makes it clear that che exchange rate of the different kinds of

capiral is one of the fundamental stakes in the struggles berween class

fractions whose power and privileges aze linked 0 one or the other of

these types. In particular, this exchange race is a stake in the struggle over
the deminant principle of domination (economic capial, cultural capiral

or social capiral), which goes on at all times berween the different frac-
tions of the dominant class.

Reconversion Mwﬂ&am%m&

Reproduction strategies, the set of curwardly very different practices

whereby individuals of familieS tend. Unconsciously afd consciously, to .

consequently to maintain or im-
provetheir position in the %wwlwmwﬁ.ﬂ.mwﬂlﬁonmaEﬂam‘mﬁﬂﬂd which;
—being-theproduct of aTsingle unifying; “generative principle, tends

function and change in a systemacic way. Through the miediatioh 6f the
dispositionowrrds the fiture, which T itself determined by the group’s
objective chances of reproduction, these strategies depend, firse, on the
velume and composition of the capital gﬂ and, secondly,
orthe state of the instruments of reproduction (inheritance law and
ncmmQBﬂmwd.wmv.od.WB‘m.b_mmﬁ‘ﬂmﬂmmﬂnmzonﬂtwwwsmmmm etc.), which irself de-
pends on the state of the power relations berween che classes. Any change
in either the InStruments of reproduction o1

rthie Searé of thie capital o be
reproduced cherefore leads co 2 restructuring of the system of reproduc-

capital, which is the precondition for M
on, the construction of 2 two-dimen- ¢

-
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One of the diffculties of sociologi-
cal discoursc lies in the fact thar,
like all language, it unfolds in
strictly linear fashion, whereas, to
escape oversimplification and one-
sidedness, one ought o be able
recall at every point the whole net-
work of relationships found there.
That is why it has seemed useful o
present a diagram which has the
property, as Saussuze says, of being
able to ‘present simuitancous Com- |
plications in several dimensions’, as
a means of grasping the correspon-
dence between the structure of so-
cial spacé—whosc two fundamental
dimensions correspond to the vol-
urne and composition of the capiral
of the groups distributed wichin
is—and the structure of the space of
the symbolic properties attached ro
those groups. But this diagram does
not aim to be the crystzl ball in
which the alchemists claimed to see
at a glance everything happening in
the world; and like mathemaricians
who also trear what chey call ‘imag-
ery’ as a necessary evil, 1 am ,
tempted to withdraw it in the very J
act of presenting ic. For there is rea-|
son 10 fear that it will encourage
readings which will reduce the ho- /
mologies berween systems of difer-
ences to direct, mechanical
relationships between groups and
properties; or that it will encourage
the form of voyeurism which is in-
herent in the objectivist intention,
purting the sociologist in the role
of the lame devil who takes off the
roofs and reveals the secrets of do-
mesti¢ life to his fascinated readers.
To have as exact an idea as possi-
ble of the theoretical model thac is
proposed, it has to be imagined that
three disgrams are superimposed (as
could be done with transparent

sheers). The fisst (here, figure 5)
presents the space of social condi-
tions, as organized by the
synchronic and diachronic distribu-
tion of the volume and composition
of the varicus kinds of capital; the
position of each group (class frac-
tion) in this space is determined by
the set of properties characteristic in
&he respects thus defined as perti-
nent. The second {figure 6) presents
the space of lifestyles, ic., the distri-
buticn of the practices and proper-
ties which constrtute the lifestyle in
which each of these condidons man-
ifests itself. Finally, berween the two
previous diagrams one ought to in-
serr 4 third, presenting the theoreti-
cal space of habitus, that is, of the
generative formulae (e.g., for reach-
ers, aristocratic asceticism) which
underlie each of the classes of prac-
tices and properties, that is, the
transformation into 2 distincr and
distinctive life-style of the necessities
an ilities characteristic of a con-
dition and a position. The f

J.lll..'..l.l\.ll-l\
presented here arc not plane dia-

L

,M_

Tawn on ia rucs
| (i, and alchough 2 number of
| these are organized in accordance
iwith a similar scrucrure (including
ithe analyses of the survey data
{which ar¢ presenzed below).
Among the limirations of such a
constnuct, the most important ate
due to the lacunae in the scatistics,
which are much betrer ar measuring
consumption or, at best, income
- (setting aside secondary and hidden
profits) and property than capital in
the strict sense (especially capital in-
vested in the economy); others are
due to che inadequacies of the ana-
iytical categories. These are very un-
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equally homogeneous even as re-
gards the pertinent criceria and, in
the ¢ase of the industrial and com-
mercial employers, make it impossi-
ble, for example, o idendify che
holders of a capital thar can exert

power over capital, i.e., big business.

(For lack of rigorous indicators of
the dispersion of the different cate-
gories, the economic and culrural
dispersion of the most heterogene-
ous categories—farmers, industrial
and commercial employers, crafts-
men and shopkeepers—has been
indicated By writing the correspond-
ing names vertically berween the ex-
treme limits defining the group.) It
has to be remembered that the posi-
tion marked by the names always
represents che central point in 2
space of variable extenc which may
in some cases be organized as a field
of competition.

In the absence of a survey (per
haps impossible to carry our in prac-
tice) that would provide, with
[espect 10 the same representarive
sample, all the indicators of eco-
nomic, cultural and social wealth
and its evolurion which are needed
in order 1o construct an adequate
represencation of social space, a sim-
plified model of chat space has been
constructed, based on information
acquired chrough carlier research,
and on a set of darta taken from var-

- ious surveys, all done by INSEE and

therefore homogeneous ar leas as
regards the construction of rthe care-
gories (see appendix 3). From"the
INSEE survey of 1967 on leisure ac-
tivities (tables relating o men) I
have raken indicators of spare time
such as length of the &o_.wmmm week
{C.S. IV); from the 1970 survey on
vocational training (tables relating
to men) I have raken dara on the
mm%nmm occupational category (so-
cial trajectory), the father's educa-

tional level (inherited cultural capi-
tal) and the subject’s educational
level (scholastic capiral) (CS. 1I);

. from the 1970 survey on incomes, |
have taken informarion on ol in-
cornes, rural and urban properry,
shares, industrial and commercial
profits, wages and salaries (eco-
nomic capital) {C.S. I); from the
1972 survey on houschold consump-
tion, data on the roral amount
spens, possession of a washing-
machine and telephone, forms of
tenancy of main and second resi-
dence (CS. I11); and from the 1968
census, data on the size of the rown
of residence. .

For cach of the groups repre-
sented, I have also indicared, firstly
the distribution of the occupants of
each group according to the social
trajectory which has brought chem
there, with histograms showing the
proportion of cach group having
come from each of the different
classes. For the sake of legibilizy,
these histograms are reproduced
only for a few illustracive categories.
They suffice to show thar the pro-
portion of individuals from che
dominant class (black) rises
strongly, while the proportion from
the working classes (white) de-
clines, as ore moves up the social
hicrarchy. (The histogram for the
‘semi-skilled” workers, not repro-

duced here, is intermediare beewess

those of the unskilled and skilled
workers.) For the upper and middle
classes a¢ least, one really needs o
be able 1o give the distribution by
fraction of origin.

3econdly, I have indicared the his-
tory of the group as a whole. This
is shown by the arrows, pointing
up, down or horizoneally, which in-
dicate that berween 1962 and 1968
the group in“question expanded (by
at least 25 percens), contracred or
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remained stable. They thus make
visible the opposition berween the
new, strongly growing fractions and

! the established, stable or declining

| fractions. I have rhus éndesvoured

{to show both the state of the power
relation berween che classes which
constitures the structure of the so-
cizl space at 2 given moment and
also something which is simultane-
ously an effect of and a factor in the
transformation of thar structure,
namely the reconversion strategies
whereby individuals {and groups)
strive to mainrain or improve their
Fosition in social space.

The synoptic schema, by bringing
together information from areas
which the usual classificacory sys-
tems separate—so much so thar they
Thake mere juxtaposition appear un-
thinkable or scandalous—and so
making manifest the relationships
among all the properties and prac-
tices characteristic of a group, which
are perceived intuitively and which
guide the classifications of everyday
life, forces one to look for the basis
of each of chese systems of ‘choices’,
on the one hand in the social condi-
tions and conditionings characreris-
tic of a given position in objective
social space, which are expressed in
those choices but in a misrecogniz-
able form; and on the other hand,
in their relationship to the other

~ systems of ‘choices’, by reference to
which their specifically symbolic
meaning and value zre defined. Be
cause life-styles are essendially dis-
tinctive, 2 number of features do
not take on their full significance
until they are brought into relation
noc only with the social positions
they express but also with fearures
appearing at an opposite pole of this
space. This is the case, for example,
with the oppositions which are es- |
tablished primordially between the

1
1
1

positions most remote from each
other in one or both of the funda-
mencal dimensions of social space
{Le., with respect o volume and
composition of capiral): Goya and
Renoir, avant-garde cheatre and bou-
levard theatre, Jacques Bre] and
Tino Rossi, France-Musique and
France-Inter or Radio Luxembourg,
cinema clubs and variety shows and
so forth.
in addition to the informadon

gathered directly by the survey, 1
have used 2 number of indices of
cultural consumption, such as pos-
session of a piznc or records, TV-
viewing, visits to museums, exhibi-
tions, variety shows and the cinema,
membership in 3 library, evening
classes, collections, sports, all raken
from the 1967 INSEE survey on lei-
sure activities (C.S. IV); informa-
tion on the consumprtion and
life-styles of members of the domi-
nant ciass (hi-fi equipmen, sailing,
cruises, bridge, picrure coilections,
champagne, whisky, sports etc.)
from surveys by the SOFRES and
CESP (C.S. V and VI); informacion
on theatre-going from a survey by
SEMA (Sociére d'économie et de
mathémariques appliquées) (C.S.
XIV); on favourice actors, from the
surveys by TFOP (Institut francais
de I'opinion publique} (C.5. XIV);
on the reading of daily and weekly
newspapers and magazines, from the
surveys by the CSE (Cenrre de
sociologie curopéenne) and CESP
(C.S. XXVIII); and on varicus
cultural activities (ceramics,
pottery, funfairs etc.) from the sur-
vey by the Ministry of Culture
(C.3. VID).

In thé resuleing figure, each perzi-
nent item appears only once and is
therefore valid for 2 whole zone (of
varying extent depending on the
case) of social space, although ic

The Social Space and Its Transformations / 131 ’

*

maost sirengly characrerizes the cate-
8oty to which it is closest. (Thus
the item ‘wages/salaries’, marked
half-way up the lefr-hand side of fig-
ure 3 and opposed to ‘industrial and
commercial profits’, is valid for che
whole of the left-hand side of the
social space, i.c., for the university
and secondary teachers, senior execu-
tives and engineers and also the pri-
mary teachers, junior cxecurives,
technicians, clerical workers and
manual workers, Similarly, the item
‘stocks and shares’—zop right—ap-
plics to employers, the professions,
private-sector execucives and engi-
neers.) It can be seen immediarely
thar possession of a pianc and the
choice of the Concerto for the Left
Hand are most typical of members
of the professions; thar walking and
mounineering are particularly

P~ -~

charicreristic of secondary teachers
_and public-sector execusives; or thae
swimming, placed halfway between
the new peute bourgeoisie and the *
PrIVAtE-SCCIOr executives or the engi-
neers, belongs to the life-styie of
both these sets of occupations.
Thus, grouped around the name of
each class fraction are those feacures
of its lifestyle which are the most
pertinent because-they are the mose
distinctive—chough it may in fact
share them with other groups. This '
is the ease, for example, with the
use of a library, which appears in
the arez of the junior executives,
primary teachers and technicians, al-
though it is at leasr a5 frequent
among secondary and universicy
teachers; but the lacrer are Jess
marked by the pracrice since jr is
part of their occupational roje.

™ Pt rp——
e

e i

ton strategies. The reconversion of capital held in one form to another
»

more mm.nnmm&%ﬁ more profitable or more legitimate form tends to induce - -
i transiormation of asser strucrure. c.,y

These reconversi i N
cIsions correspond to movements in 2 social space which

has MW%H.:N 11 common with the unreal and yer naively realistic space of| .
mo.n. ed ‘social SOEWHQV studies. The same POSItivistic naivery which
sees “upward mobility’ in the morphological tramfotmationsof differen

classes or fractions is also unaware thar the reproduction of the social

structuze may, in cerrain nos&noamu.ammpwmdd%mm_nlﬁOnncwmsmnw._lmn-

. redity”. ..H.mm.,mw true whenever agents can only mainrain their position in

A nww social structure by ‘means of a shif; into 2 new condition (e.g., the \\
shift from small landowner o junior civil servant, or from mS&H.nm.mmma. .

,  man to office worker or commercial employee). '
The social space, being structur

ed in two dimensions {overall capica)
, . . capit
volume and dominant/dominared capital), allows two types of move-
mient which traditonal TROOUITY STOdIES confuse, although they are in no

sﬁm equivalent and are unequally probable: verrical movements, upwards
or downwards, in the same vertical sector, thar is, in the same field (eg
. e

from one feld ¢ i
. . \ © another, which
may occur cither horizonrally (a scheolteacher, or his son, becomes a

small shopkeeper) or between different levels (a shopkeeper, or his son




32/ The Ecomomry of Practices

becomes an industrialist). Verrical movements, the most frequent ones,
only require an increase in the volume of the type of capiral already domi-
nant in the asset struceure, and therefore & movement in the structure of
the distribution of toral capital which takes the form of 2 movement
within 2 feld (business field, academic field, administrative field, medical
field etc.). Transverse movements entail a shift into znother field and the
reconvession of one type of capital into another or of one sub-type into
another sub-type (e.g., from landowning to industrial capital or from lit-
erature to economics) and therefore a transformartion of asser structure
which protects overali capital volume and maintains position in the ver-
ticzl dimension. ,

The probabiliry of entering a given fraction of the dominant class from an-
other class is. a5 we have seen, in inverse ratio to the position of thart frac-
tion in the hierarchy of economic capital. {The only exception is the
“iberal professions’, which tend ro transmit both economic and cultural
capital and have the highesc rate of endogenous recruizment.) Similarly,

zjor sideways movements within the class (industrizalists’ sons becoming
secondary or highereducation teachers, or vice versa) are extremely rare,
Thus, in 1970, the probability of becoming an industrial or commercial em-
ployer was 1.9 percent for a professor’s son, and the probability of becom-
ing a treacher was 0.8 percent for an induserialist’s son and 1.5 percene for a
commercial entreprencur’s son. The probabilicy of becoming a craftsman or
shopkeeper was 1.2 percent for a primary teacher’s son, and the probability
of becoming a primary teacher was 2.4 percent for 2 crafrsman’s son and 1.4
percent for a small shopkeeper’s son (C.S. 11, secondary analysis).

CLASS MOBILITY AND MOBILE CLASSES The recent changes in the rela-
tionship between the different classes and the educational system-—with
the “schooling boom’ and the accompanying changes in the system it
self—and also the changes in the social structure resulting from the new
relationship between qualifications and jobs, arexthe consequences of in-
tensified competition for academnic qualifications. One imporrant factor
-1 N tensity
fractions of the dominant class and middle class who are richest in eco-
nomic eapital {ie., industrial and commercial employers, craftsmen and
cradesmen)) have had to make greatly increased use of the edicational
system in order to ensure their social reproduction.

The disparity berseen the scholastic capiral of the adules of 4 class or class
fraction (reasured by the proportion who have a qualification egqual or su-
perior to the BEPC) and the schooling rate of the corresponding adoles-
cents is much more pronounced among craftsmen, shopkespers and
industrialists than among office workers and junior executives, This break
in the usual correspondence berween the children’s educational participation
rates and the parents’ cultural capical indicates 2 profound change in dispo-

this competition has Joubticss been_the fact that those

. .reach of 2 greater number of people. - - ——
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sitions rowards scholastic investment. Many fewer small
mromrnnvﬂm aged 45-54 than office io%nnw have at Hnmmﬁnmﬂwﬁm%mnwnwwm_
1962, 3.7 percent 2s against 10.1 percent}, but their 18-year-old sons are
equally Eﬁg © be in school (42.1 percent and 433 percent in 1962), Simi
v larly _amtm_.,:&._m.a and commercial encrepreneurs have less educaci .;. o
tal HTE.M technicians and junier executives (20 percent and 28.9 wa
respectively Um<n ar least the BEPC), but their sons are nmsp:. mmﬂ e be
in school (65’8 percent and 64.2 percent). The same process Vﬁm _unmwc_”o

among farm workers, as is shown by the rapid rise i ir chi
4 \ ¢ rapid r ’
schooling rate between 1962 and’ H_..w.\\.m.w pid rise in ehely childrens

capi-

S,quﬂom &»Mw fractions who previously made lirtle use of the school mﬁpr
, ter the race for academic qualifications, the effect is to force th
groups whose reproduction was mainly or exclusively achieved throu m m__
nm:nwﬂon to step up their investments 5o as te maintain the relative mnm /
city of cheir qualifications and, consequently, their position in th _mn..v\
manER. Academic qualifications and the school system which mnéMMM
M\ MMW thus become one of the key MSWQ in an interclass competition
gencrates a general and continuous growth in the demand &
education and an inflation of academic qualifications. .

To the effects of iti
of the competition berwee i i
and against ioésaummmnmm ( dclassement) nmm‘nﬂMMJ.wm M..Q.cmm_wum o opchsing
. . etition chat is organized
around the academic qualificari 1re) : Saal
! 1 cation {ir¢re) and mere generall
: : . y arcurd all the
,Mmamﬂn,nn.m by which groups asserr and constitute their own scarcity
Ruﬁnm_m.m,fm other groups, must be added the effect of what might be
Qnm%ﬂ%%ﬁaﬁw& M.»Qwh Generally increased schooling has the effect of in
g tne mass of culrural capical which, at ev ists i ]
, ¢ : €Iy rmormenc, exists
= \ . in an
Mcnw%%_& wﬂm:a. M,Snn the success of the school’s educarive action and the
1y of its effeces depend on how much culrural capical has been

dir i ily, 1
mnwonnwv\vﬂmnma:ﬁnm.g n_.:w family, it can be presumed that the efficiency of
ool-bzsed educative action rends to rise constantly "
,

mmcm_. H.n short, the same scholastic investment becom
act which no doubr contributes to inflation b

other things being
omes more profirable, a
y bringing diplomas wichin

SWMMNMMMWM“M MHWMH.HMM volume of cosresponding jobs may also have
104, one may assume that a i ien is i
to have undergone devaluation if Nﬁn number of MWM%MMWMLM EA_.M:\
grown more rapidly chan the number of suitable positions. Eve H.ﬁmu. .
Seems 10 suggest that the faccalanréar and lower @c&mmnwmoum N. :wm
ownm most pm,mnﬁn.m by such devaluation. To this must be added ﬂrna _ﬂﬂm
M Mmmﬁ M@w_cwco: resulting from the face that if cthe number of corre.
mm :wu jobs does keep pace, the positions themselves are likely 1o lose
some of their scarcity value. This is what has kappened, for e le
jobs at all levels of the reaching profession. . e

The very rapid growth in girly’ and women’s education has been a sig:
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i ing*of academic qualifications. Because the
H_Tmnubﬁ M mmﬂomwﬁm.»nwm %%Wwwcmu_oanﬂnnb the sexes has also ngbmmw.ﬂ Hﬂwnnm
o now bring zcademic qualifications onto the labour mat cowhieh
viously = e clv held in reserve (and were ‘invested* on N H% b
D e maske m.m «m the higher the diploma, the more marke
g bie Homv Just as all segregation (by sex or any
mﬂﬂw%ﬂwﬂﬂ%ﬂ MM slow down m@&ﬁﬂwon by Mw Mﬁm<ﬂ&ﬂwﬂ
efecr, 50 } strength ¢ g
o mawmnnmwwownmwm”“omwﬂnwwownm Mﬂa mm‘amﬁm of racial mamnmﬁmﬂ
ﬂnnwmgmwmmﬂwm mwnw least qualified are the gnes who feel the effects mos
tion. has ,
s est that the chief victims of the
;mma.nm, mﬂ% Hnmawm_mdwno MMM%%WMMMMMWG those who enter the FUOMM
e ot uch qualifications. The devaluation of m@oammm is e
s %zﬂoanww oradual extension of the monopoly beld by an QW H
noBm»bﬁm Wninm over positions previously open o the pnw nnm.nmn M.
K m. h has the effect of limiting the devaluation of quai x
ﬁ.:n?&&n.mu ing the competition, but only at the cost of RMHEBMW .MB.
ety rﬂﬁpmﬁwmmgn to the unqualified and of reinforcing the s
demic ownmpnmempuaon of occupational opportunity. In nnM“.mE NMH "
o QM.;?.; service, this leads to a decline both in the awa.a of
el M nwn same qualificarions among different jobs and in the
i voaﬂw ow ﬂ ﬁam.mnpaonm of hoidess of equivalent jobs, or, In Mn.ov
mmmM“mpw wnwwmnmﬂm correlation becween academic qualificarion and |
words, ,
cempier ket in jobs open to formally qualified npnmﬂmnn.mm wwpm %MMMW
nowwmbmwwmwiﬁmgw at the axmaMmm of the mMMﬁ%MH%bMW&“ Unn - Ooiver,
it i ifications Lo
m&.mmw nowmwmmﬂmmmm_m“mmwﬁmwhmnpaomm for wOnWm& mo.wwﬂ._ovw Mmb“ WW owﬂwww
oating 1 i of social spa
S ppmnwﬁﬁwnwwnwmm MMMM“MMbMMvmnBR Aﬁmwwmnm&onm _._Hﬁ.u
achi Bbw.onmnnuw Mﬁ mﬂnnm_..mnna. Ousside the specifically .an% mmmm
achieve ﬂom.% 1 QMN worth what its holder is worth, onomoBHn&% an :
Q“&ﬁﬁ. e - mnnwm cerurn on educational ¢apital is a funcrion of the eco
moﬂp.mvw ﬁwn n_ww& capita) that can be devoted to nxmwo:ﬁm,:” e
no,m..bhm MﬂmMMn in the distribution of posts ameng qualificasion-ho

F

fon, 1962 and 1968
Table 10 Race of employment of women aged 25-34, by education, 1962 an

p— AP BEPC Bac =>Bac

Year 67.9
438 '59.7 39.8 671 77.5

1962 \.»M.w 506 63.5 74.3

1968 :

+

¢ 1968 census. ) T
mompﬁnmqa Mo_.. possible to isolace women without qualificat
a

H

Tt

ser
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which resules automarically from the increased number of formally quali-
fied agents means char ac Cyery moment a proportion of the qualifica-
tion-holders—starting, no doubt, with those

who are least well endowed
with the inherited means of exploiting their qualifica

of devaluation. The strategies by which those who a
devaluarion endeavour to fight against it
course of their own careers

rions——are victims
re most subject to
in the shorr term {in the
) ot in the long term (through the straregies
they employ for their children's schooling), constitute one of the deci-
sive factors in che growsh in the volume of nc&mmnmaonmmém&&,259

itself contributes to devaluation. The dialectic of devaluation and com-
pensation thus tends to feed on itself

+

»
ALTRANSFORMATIONS
ploy with a view to safe-
al space are reflected in
ume of the different class

RECONVERSION STRATEGIES AND MORPHOLOGIC
The strategies which individuals and families em
guarding or mBmHoib.m their position in soci
*  rransformations which modify both the vol
fractions and the scructure of their assets.

Table 11 has been constructed so as to give at least an approximare idez of
these transformations. Since it was not

possible (though it would have
been desirable) to eseablish in narrowly defined categorics the ¢hanges in

he pericd 1954-1975 (instead, rable

cgories, for the period 1934-1968), 1

total income and income structure for t
12 indicates these changes, in broad car
have indicaced the distribucion by source of income and the roral income
declared to the tax authorities, the source used by INSEE. It is known,
however, that the degree of underesti

mation varies greatly. According ro
A. Villeneuve,” wages and salaries should be multiplied by 1.1, farmers’

profits by 3.6, investment income by 2.9 and so forth. Once these corree-
tions are applied, the members of the professions, and especially the farmers,
craftsrnen and smali shopkeepers, return to cheir rea) places.

The categories (relatively) richest in €COnOMIC Capiral (as represenzed by
indicators such as stocks and shares, rural or urban property etc.) tend to
fegress very sharply, as is shown by the decline in their volume (in the case
of the farmers, crafsmen, shopkeepers and induszriglists) and by the fall or....

fact thae

1l of thesc categor the reduction in their
numbers chiefly concerns their lower strara,
By contrast, the fractions richest in culeural capital {measured by educa-
, tional qualificarions) have greatly expanded. They have acquired morfe
young people, a higher proportion of women, and a higher race of educs.
tional qualification. The carcgories most typical of this process are office
workers and shop workers, technicians, junior and Senior executives, pri-
mazy teachers and especially secondary and tertiary teachers (in che lase case
the interlinked changes are particularly intense). Among engineers, how-




